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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. (a) Section 25.0451(a), Government Code, 1is
amended to read as follows: |
(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:
(1) County Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;
(2) County Court at Law'No'/é/gE Collin County;
7

‘No. 3 of Collin County;

(3) County Court at L
(4) County Court afLaw No. 4 of Collin County; [aad]
(5) County Court/dt Law No. 5 of Collin County; and

(6) County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.

~(b) The County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County 18 created
and this section takes £ffect January 1, 2005.
SECTION 2. Section 25.0481, Government Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.0481.  COMAL COUNTY. Comal County has the folloéwing

[énre] statutory county courts:

(1) [eé&%tr—%he] County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal

County; and

(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.
(b) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created

and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

78R4300 YDB-D 1
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SECTION 3. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as
follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Rockwall Coéunty has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

6ther law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district court,

the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general law for

district ¢courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have gerieral supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court Or

jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3) nmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(¢) The district clerk serves as clerk of a céunty court at

law except that the county clerk serves as ¢lerk of the county court

at law in matters of mental health, the probate and c¢riminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court

at law does not have coéncurrent jurisdiction with the district

court.

(d) Jurors regularly impaneled for the week by the district

courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be

78R4300 YDB-D 2
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made available by the district judge in the numbers requested and

shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at

law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors through the

county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner

provided by the laws governing the drawing, selec¢tion, and service

of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the

same manner and at the same rate as jurors for district courts in

Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,

jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the

district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not bé¢ elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,

the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in the district court. In a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district

court or the c¢ounty court at law in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the 1local administrative

judge.
(h) The judge of the county court at law shall appéint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the official

court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county

78R4300 YDB-D 3
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commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county

court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officexr of the

court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of

the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court. The official court reporter is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

emplovees.

(i) With the approval of the county commissioners court and

through the county budget process, the judge of the county court at

law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court

at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court

personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a

salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits

received by county employees.

(j) Not later than one vear after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission

on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The sheriff of

Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.

The bailiff of a county court at law is subject to theée training and

continuing education requirements of a sheriff's deputy of the

county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does$ not.

receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as

required by this subsection.

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United

States citizen at the time of appointment or election.

(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently

78R4300 YDB-D 4



o »n

10
11
12

13

discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not

engage in the private practice of law.

(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial

immunity as a district judge.

(b) The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
SECTION 4. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

78R4300 YDB-D 5
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By: Duncan S.B. No. 1552

(In the Senate - Filed March 14, 2003; March 20, 2003, read
first time and referred to Committee on Jurisprudence;
April 24, 2003, reported adversely, with favorable Committee
Substitute by the following vote: Yeas 6, Nays O; April 24, 2003,
sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B. No. 1552 By: Duncan

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts
at law.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.0451,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows: :
(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:
of Collin County;
of Collin County;
of Collin County;
of Collin County; [aré]

(1) County Court at Law No.
(2) County Court at Law No.
(3) County Court at Law No.
(4) County Court at Law No.
(5) County Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County; and
(6) County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.
(b) The County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created
and this section takes effect January 1, 2005.
SECTION 2. (a) Section 25.0481, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 25.0481. COMAL COUNTY. Comal County has the following
[ene] statutory county courts:
(1) [eewxrty—%he] County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal
County; and
(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.
(b) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
SECTION 3. (a) Section 25.1091, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the
following [ene] statutory county courts:
(1) [eewrty] the County Court at Law of Henderson
County; and

AU WN -

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.
(b) Subsections (a) and (c), Section 152.1131, Human
Resources Code, are amended to read as follows:
(a) The juvenile board of Henderson County is composed of:
(1) the county judge;
(2) the judges of the 3rd, 173rd, and 392nd judicial
districts;
(3) the judges [Judge] of the county courts [eeuxt] at

law; and
(4) the county attorney.

(c) The commissioners court shall pay the 173rd and 392nd
district judges and the county court at law judges [Fwdge] an amount
set by the commissioners court at not less than $750 a month and
shall pay the 3rd district judge an amount set by the commissioners
court at not less than one-third of the amount paid to the 173rd or
392nd district judge or the county court at law judges [Fudge]. The
commissioners court shall pay the other juvenile board members an
amount set by the commissioners court at not less than $250 a month.
The compensation is in addition to other compensation provided or
allowed by law.

(c) Notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as
amended by this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson
County is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined
by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.
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C.S.S.B. No. 1552

SECTION 4. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as
follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Rockwall County has one
statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.
(a) 1In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003
and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county
court at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district
court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general
law for district courts.

{b) A county court at law does not have general supervisory
control or appellate review of the commissioners court or
jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties
or escheated property;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(c) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at
law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court
at law 1n matters of mental health, the probate and criminal
misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court
at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the district
court.

(d) Jurors regularly impaneled for the week by the district
courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be
made available by the district judge in the numbers requested and
shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at
law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors through the
county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner
provided by the laws governing the drawing, selection, and service
of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the
same manner and at the same rate as jurors for district courts in
Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,
Jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the
district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district
judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and
statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district
courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge
for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative
Judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,
the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the
case had been filed 1n the district court. In a case of concurrent
Jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district
court or the county court at law 1in accordance with local
administrative rules established by the local administrative
judge.

(h) The judge of the county court at law shall appoint an
official court reporter for the court and shall set the official
court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county
commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county
court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the
court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of
the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in
close proximity to the court. The official court reporter is
entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county
employees.

(1) With the approval of the county commissioners court and
through the county budget process, the judge of the county court at
law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court
at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court
personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a
salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits
received by county employees.

(7) Not later than one year after the date of appointment,
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C.S.S.B. No. 1552
the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer
license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission
on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The sheriff of
Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.
The bailiff of a county court at law 1s subject to the training and
continuing education requirements of a sheriff's deputy of the
county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not
receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as
required by this subsection.

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United
States citizen at the time of appointment or election.

(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently
discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not
engage in the private practice of law.

(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a
county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,
transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear
cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local
administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial
immunity as a district judge.

(b)y The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 5. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this
Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT ON
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BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center C.S.S8.B. 1552
78R12336 YDB-D By: Duncan
Jurisprudence

4/23/2003

Committee Report (Substituted)

DIGEST AND PURPOSE

C.S.S.B. 1552 creates an additional county court at law in Collin County, in Comal County, in
Rockwall County, and in Henderson County.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority, to a state officer,
institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1. (a) Amends Section 25.0451, Government Code, as follows:

(a) Provides that Collin County has certain statutory county courts, including the County
Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.

(b) Provides that the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created and this
section takes effect January 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. (a) Amends Section 25.0481, Government Code, as follows:

Sec. 25.0481. COMAL COUNTY. Provides that Comal County has certain statutory
county courts, including the County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal County and the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.

(b) Provides that the County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created and
this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 3. (a) Amends Section 25.1091, Government Code, as follows:

Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Provides that Henderson County has certain
statutory county courts, including the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.

(b) Amends Sections 152.1131(a) and (c), Human Resources Code, to amend “judge” to
“judges” and “court” to “courts.”

(c) Provides that notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as amended by
this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County is created December 1,
2007, or on an earlier date determined by the commissioners court by an order entered in

its minutes.

SECTION 4. (a) Amends Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code, by adding Sections
25.2011 and 25.2012, as follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Provides that Rockwall County has one
statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) Provides

SRC-JLB C.S.S.B. 1552 78(R) Page 1 of 3



that in addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other law, and except
as limited by Subsection (b), a county court at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent
with the district court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general law for
district courts.

(b) Provides that a county court at law does not have general supervisory control
or appellate review of the commissioners court or jurisdiction of certain matters.

(¢) Provides that the district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law except
that the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court at law in matters of mental
health, the probate and criminal misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in
which the county court at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the
district court.

(d) Authorizes jurors regularly impaneled for the week by the district courts to, at
the request of the judge of a county court at law, be made available by the district
judge in the numbers requested and to serve for the week or until released in the
county court at law.

(e) Authorizes a county court at law to summon jurors through the county clerk
for service in the county court at law in the manner provided by the laws
governing the drawing, selection, and service of jurors for county courts.
Requires jurors summoned to be paid in the same manner and at the same rate as
jurors for district courts in Rockwall County. Authorizes jurors summoned to the
county court at law, by order of the judge of a county court at law, to be
transferred to the district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Provides that notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district judge
serves as the local administrative judge for the district and statutory county courts
in Rockwall County. Requires the judges of district courts to elect a district judge
as local administrative judge for a term of not more than two years. Prohibits the
local administrative judge from being elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) Requires the district clerk, when administering a case for the county court at
law, to charge civil fees and court costs as if the case had been filed in the district
court. Requires the case, in a case of concurrent jurisdiction, to be assigned to
either the district court or the county court at law in accordance with local
administrative rules established by the local administrative judge.

(h) Requires the judge of the county court at law to appoint an official court
reporter for the court and to set the official court reporter’s annual salary, subject
to approval by the county commissioners court. Requires the official court
reporter of the county court at law to take an oath or affirmation as an officer of
the court. Provides that the official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of
the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in close proximity to
the court. Provides that the official court reporter is entitled to all rights and
benefits afforded all other county employees.

(1) Requires the judge of the county court at law to hire a staff with the approval
of the county commissioners court and through the county budget process.
Provides that the staff of the judge of the county court at law consists of a court
coordinator and a bailiff. Provides that court personnel employed under this
subsection are entitled to receive a salary set by the commissioners court and other
employment benefits received by county employees.

() Requires the bailiff of a county court at law, not later than one year after the
date of appointment, to obtain a peace officer license under Chapter 1701,
Occupations Code, from the Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards
and Education. Requires the sheriff of Rockwall County to deputize the bailiff of

SRC-JLB C.S.S.B. 1552 78(R) Page 2 of 3



a county court at law. Provides that the bailiff of a county court at law is subject
to the training and continuing education requirements of a sheriff’s deputy of the
county. Requires the sheriff to remove from office a bailiff who does not receive
a peace officer license within one year of appointment as required by this
subsection.

(k) Requires the judge of a county court at law to be a United States citizen at the
time of appointment or election.

(1) Requires the judge of a county court at law to diligently discharge the duties of
the office on a full-time basis and prohibits engaging in the private practice of
law.

(m) Authorizes the judge of a county court at law and the district judge, in
matters of concurrent jurisdiction, to exchange benches, transfer cases subject to
acceptance, assign each other to hear cases, and otherwise manage their respective
dockets under local administrative rules.

(n) Provides that the judge of a county court at law has the same judicial
immunity as a district judge.

(b) Provides that the County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created and this
section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 5. Effective date: September 1, 2003, except as otherwise provided by this Act.

SRC-JLB C.S.S.B. 1552 78(R) Page 3 of 3



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 23, 2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.),
Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. Committee Report Ist
House, Substituted: a negative impact of ($13,333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 (85,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($13,750)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($5,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($13,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on

January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2.

The bill would amend the Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 in Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.

lof2




The bill would also create a county court at law in Rockwall County and would establish certain
provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, these two courts would be created on September

1,2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.
Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, and Henderson counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees
under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of
a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are established.
Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005,

the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs,
which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses.
Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Collin $ - $ 455241 § 586,694 $§ 586,694 § 586,694
Comal $ 337,727 § 286920 § 295522 § 304,555 § 314,039
Henderson § 104,740 § 174875 § 248375 § 264447 § 282,151
Rockwall § 425,000 $ 425000 $ 425000 $ 425000 § 425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 9, 2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.), As
Introduced

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552, As Introduced: a
negative impact of ($13,333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 (85,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($10,000)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 (85,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 (810,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($10,000)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on
January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2. The bill would also create a county court at law in
Rockwall County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill,
these two courts would be created on September 1, 2003. The bill would take effect September 1,
2003.

1of2



Methodology

Since Collin and Comal counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees under
Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of a
salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law. Since the County Court at Law No. 6
of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been
prorated for eight months instead of 12.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs, which would
include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses. Costs to the
affected counties are as follows:

[ FYzo04 | Fv2005s || Fv2006 || Fyzo07 | Fvy2008 |
[Collin | o (s455.241)][  (9586.694)  (3586,694)|  (8586,694)
($337,727 | ($286, 920) mm| ($314,039 |

J

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: IK, GO, VDS, TB, KG

20f2



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

ADOPTED

we MAY 0 1 2003

By: ﬁW%n S.B. No. /_5_5_1

: i ~ C.S.2_-B. No. QZZZ:
: -
/

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT
e N

relating to the creation and composition ofpgbunty courts at law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF Té; STATE OFﬂTEXAS:

Subsecho ) )

SECTION 1. (a) A Section 25.04 4—?, Covernment Code, 1s
amended to read as follows:

(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:

(1) County Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;

[\

(2) County Court af Law No. 2 of Collin County;

(3) County Courz/at Law No. 3 of Collin County;

(4) County Court at Law No. of Collin County; [aré]

3
4

(5) County Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County; and
6

(6) County Court at Law No. of Collin County.

(b) The County Couft at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created
and this section takes effect January 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. (a) Section 25.0481, Government Code, is
amended to read as follpws:

Sec. 25.0481. OMAL COUNTY. Comal County has the following

[emre] statutory county courts:

1) |

] County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal

County; and

(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created/(i)

and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

78R12336 YDB-D 1
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SECTION 3. (a) Section 25.1091, Government Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the
following [ere] statutory county coﬁrts:
1) [eeuwxts] the County Court at Law of Henderson

County; and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.
Subsecdions (G and (&3
(b) ASectiong 152.11314a4—aﬁdr+?7, Human Resources Code, are

amended to read as follows:
(a) The juvenile board of Henderson County is composed of:

(1) the county judge;

(2) the judges of the 3rd, 173rd, and 392nd judicial
districts;

(3) the judges [Fudge] of the county courts [eewxt] at
law; and

(4) the county attorney.

(c) The commissioners court shall pay the 173rd and 392nd
district judges and the county court at law judges [Fwdge] an amount
set by the commissioners court at not less than $750 a month and
shall pay the 3rd district judge an amount set by the commissioners
court at not less than one-third of the amount paid to the 173rd ox
392nd district judge or the county court at law judges [Fudge]. The
commissioners court shall pay the other juvenile board members an
amount set by the commissioners court at not less than $250 a month.
The compensation is in addition to other compensation provided or

allowed by law}// Q’?

(c) Notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as

78R12336 YDB~D 2
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amended by this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson
County is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined
by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

SECTION 4. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as
follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Rockwall County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district court,

the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general law for

district courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court or

jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

oY escheated property;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(c) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court

at law in matters of mental health, the probate and criminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court//

at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the district

78R12336 YDB-D 3
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court.

(d) Jurors regularly impaneled for the week by the district

courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be

made available by the district judge in the numbers réquested and

shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at

law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors through the

county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner

provided by the laws governing the drawing, selection, and service

of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the

same manner and at the same rate as jurors for district courts in

Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,

jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the

district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,

the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in the district court. In a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district

court or the county court at law in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the local administrativi/(\

judge.

78R12336 YDB-D 4
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(h) The judge of the county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the official

court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county

commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county

court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the

court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of

the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court. The official court reporter is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

emplovyees.

(i) With the approval of the county commissioners court and

through the county.budget process, the judge of the county court at

law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court

at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court

personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a

salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits

received by county employees.

(§) Not later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission

on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The sheriff of

Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.

The bailiff of a county court at law is subject to the training and

continuing education requirements of a sheriff's deputy of the

county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not

receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as/{x

reguired by this subsection.

78R12336 YDB-D 5

"



[\]

B W

10
11
12

13

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United

States citizen at the time of appointment or election.

(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently

discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not

engage in the private practice of law.

(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial

immunity as a district judge.

(b) The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created

1 and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
ﬁ«?\eax%( P
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©
SECTION ¥. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

78R12336 YDB-D 6
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FLOOR AMENDMENT NO. BY: ‘%/%"
1 Amend C.S.S.B. No. 1552 by adding the following SECTION

2 appropriately numbered and renumbering subsequent SECTIONS of the

Z%g%f bill accordin :
& Subsection (D,

;ifﬁﬁ SECTIONCfEig. (a) xSection 25.1861¢ey, Government Code, is
T‘&' amended to read as follows:
QJ5 (a) Parker County has the following [ene] statutory county
7 courts:
‘8 (1) [eeuxty] the County Court at Law of Parker County;
9 and
10 (2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County.
11 (b) Section 25.1862, Government Code, is amended by

12 amending Subsections (a), (b), (d), (e}, (f), (i), (k), and (m) and
dhcouege

13 adding Subsections (c) and (n)aA(x) to read as follows:

14 (a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

15 25.0003 and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), & Q\

16 county court at law in Parker County has the [ concurrent]

17 jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

18 [with-the] district courts [eeourt—int
19
20

21

22

23

24 (b) A [This-section

jON)

oo naot
Ot —TTOT

25 county court at law does not have jurisdiction of felony cases,

J

26 except as otherwise provided [£xem—the Justice—eourts—in—6ases

27 wh&eh—the—fightqaéiﬁﬁaaak4a}44mkeeua%y—eeu*%—e*&s%s] by law.

28 (c) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

29 control over the commissioners court.

FlOm 441 5-1-03 5%

~



Thauwl Ceo' D

|

(U TN o e JENNNENS RERENY o ) BN O ) RENN NN VS B S N

10

(d) A [Fhe—Fudge—ef—a] county court at law may not issue
writs of habeas corpus in felony cases [ engage—in—the—private
practice—oflaw].

(e) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at

law and the district courts, and the county clerk serves as the

clerk in all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for each [judge—ef—a] county court at law [shadlbe

paid-an-annval -calary-of-at—teast$40,0060] .
(f) A special judge of a county court at law [EE+the—regular

regular—Judge] may be appointed or elected in the manner provided.bx<a\

law for the appointment or election of a special county judge.
(i) The district attorney or county attorney and the county

sheriff, in person or by deputy, shall attend a county court at law

as required by the judge.

(k) If a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law's jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution

requires a 12-member jury. Failure to object before a six-member

jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.

(m) On request of a county court at law judge, jurors

78R14377 YDB-D 2
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reqularly impaneled for a week by the district courts may be made

available and shall serve for the week in the county court at law

(n) A county court at law of Parker County may summon jurors

for service in the court in the manner provided by law for county

courts. Juries summoned for the County Court of Parker County or a

county court at law of Parker County may, by order of the judge of

the court in which they are summoned, be transferred to the otheﬁ/%ﬂ

court for service.

(o) The judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, reqeived

by a district judge in the county.

(p) A vacancy in the office of judge of a county court at law

is filled by appointment by the commissioners court.

(q) The judges of the county courts at law may divide each

term of court into as many sessions as they consider necessary for

the disposition of business and may extend a particular term of

court if practicable for the efficient and justiciable disposition

of individual proceedings and matters.

(r) The official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in the court.reporter's profession. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is a sworn officer

of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to

receive at least the same amount as compensation as the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

compensation shall be paid in the same manner that the district

court reporters are paid.

(s) 1If any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

78R14377 YDB-D 3
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clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a/ﬁip

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law. The judge of a county court at law who acts

in the cause or proceeding is considered assigned to the district

court of the local administrative judge for that purpose and has all

the powers of the judge of that district court undex the assignment.

(t) A county court at law judge has jurisdiction to grant an

order permitting a marriage ceremony to take place during a 72-hour

period immediately following the issuance of a marriage license in

Parker County.

(u) The judges of the county courts at law have the same

judicial immunity as a district judge.

(v) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court or another

county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the

same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.303.

(w) A judge of a county court at law _and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(x) The judges of the county courts at law may from time to

time transfer criminal misdemeanor cases to other county courts at

law_to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of the county

courts at law for the efficient operation of the court system and

78R14377 YDB-D 4
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the effective administration of justice.

Subsecton (b,
(c) A Section 25.18634%y, Government Code, is amended to read

as follows:

(b) A county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with
the district court over contested probate matters. Notwithstanding
the requirement in Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code,
that the judge of the constitutional county court transfer a
contested probate proceeding to the district court, the judge of
the constitutional county court shall transfer the proceeding under
that section to either the County Court at Law of Parker County [=2

countycourt—at—law] or the district court. The county court at law

has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties that a district court has

under Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code, for the
transferred proceeding, and the county clerk acts as clerk for the

proceeding. The contested proceeding may be transferred between

" the county court at law and the district court as provided by local

rules of administration.
(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County is created

and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

78R14377 YDB-D 5
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts
at law.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.0451,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:
(1) County Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;
(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Collin County;
(3) County Court at Law No. 3 of Collin County;
(4) County Court at Law No. 4 of Collin County; [and]
(5) County Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County; and
6

(6) County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created
and this section takes effect January 1, 2005.
SECTION 2. (a) Section 25.0481, Government Code, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.0481. COMAL COUNTY. Comal County has the following

[emre] statutory county courts:

(1) [eouxrt—the] County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal

County; and

(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 3. (a) Section 25.1091, Government Code, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the

following [eme] statutory county courts:
(1) [eewxts] the County Court at Law of Henderson

County; and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.

(b) Subsections (a) and (c), Section 152.1131, Human
Resources Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) The juvenile board of Henderson County is composed of:

(1) the county judge;

(2) the judges of the 3rd, 173rd, and 392nd judicial
districts;

(3) the judges [Fudge] of the county courts [eeurt] at
law; and

(4) the county attorney.

(c) The commissioners court shall pay the 173rd and 392nd
district judges and the county court at law judges [Fudge] an amount
set by the commissioners court at not less than $750 a month and
shall pay the 3rd district judge an amount set by the commissioners
court at not less than one-third of the amount paid to the 173rd or
392nd district judge or the county court at law judges [FJwdge]. The
commissioners court shall pay the other juvenile board members an
amount set by the commissioners court at not less than $250 a month.

The compensation is in addition to other compensation provided or

allowed by law.
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(c) Notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as
amended by this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson
County is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined
by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

SECTION 4. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as

follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALIL COUNTY. Rockwall County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW_ PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district

court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general

law for district courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court or

jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(c) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court

at law in matters of mental health, the probate and criminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court
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at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court.

(d) Jurors regularly impaneled for the week by the district

courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be

made available by the district judge in the numbers requested and

shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at

law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors through the

county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner

provided by the laws governing the drawing, selection, and service

of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the

same manner and at the same rate as jurors for district courts in

Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,

jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the

district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,

the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in the district court. In a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district

court or the county court at law in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the local administrative
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judge.
(h) The judge of the county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the official

court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county

commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county

court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the

court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of

the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court. The official court reporter is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

emplovees.

(i) With the approval of the county commissioners court and

through the county budget process, the judge of the county court at

law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court

at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court

personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a

salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits

received by county employees.

(§) Not later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission

on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The sheriff of

Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.

The bailiff of a county court at law is subject to the training and

continuing education requirements of a sheriff's deputy of the

county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not

receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as
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required by this subsection.

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United

States citizen at the time of appointment or election.

(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently

discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not

engage in the private practice of law.

(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial

immunity as a district judge.

(b) The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 5. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.1861,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Parker County has the following [eme] statutory county

courts:

1) [eeuwxtsy] the County Court at Law of Parker County;

and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County.

(b) Section 25.1862, Government Code, is amended by
amending Subsections (a), (b), (d), (e), (£), (i), (k), and (m) and
adding Subsections (c¢) and (n) through (x) to read as follows:

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a

e
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county court at law in Parker County has the [ecencuxxrent]

jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

[wi-th—+the] district courts [ceurt—ns

(b) A [This-seectiondoesnotaffect-the right—teappeal—toal

county court at law does not have jurisdiction of felony cases,

except as otherwise provided [£fxeom—theJustice—courts—in—cases—in
which-the—rightof appeal-to-thecountyecourt—enists] by law.

(c) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control over the commissioners court.

(d) A [FThe—judge—ef—a] county court at law may not issue
writs of habeas corpus in felony cases [engage—in—the—private

practice—oflaw].

(e) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at

law and the district courts, and the county clerk serves as the

clerk in all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a
separate docket for each [Fudge—ef—a] county court at law [shall-be
pai-d-an-annval-salary-oefat least$40,0060].

(f) A special judge of a county court at law [IH—<thexegulaxr

regular-Fudge] may be appointed or elected in the manner provided by
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law for the appointment or election of a special county judge.
(i) The district attorney or county attorney and the county

sheriff, in person or by deputy, shall attend a county court at law

as required by the judge.

(k) If a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law's jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution

requires a l2-member jury. Failure to object before a six—-member

jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.

(m) On request of a county court at law judge, jurors

regularly impaneled for a week by the district courts may be made

available and shall serve for the week in the county court at law

(n) A county court at law of Parker County may summon jurors

for service in the court in the manner provided by law for county

courts. Juries summoned for the County Court of Parker County or a

county court at law of Parker County may, by order of the judge of

the court in which they are summoned, be transferred to the other
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court for service.

(o) The judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.

(p) A vacancy in the office of judge of a county court at law

is filled by appointment by the commissioners court.

(q) The judges of the county courts at law may divide each

term of court into as many sessions as they consider necessary for

the disposition of business and may extend a particular term of

court if practicable for the efficient and justiciable disposition

of individual proceedings and matters.

(r) The official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in the court reporter's profession. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is a sworn officer

of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to

receive at least the same amount as compensation as the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

compensation shall be paid in the same manner that the district

court reporters are paid.

(s) If any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a
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clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law. The judge of a county court at law who acts

in the cause or proceeding is considered assigned to the district

court of the local administrative judge for that purpose and has all

the powers of the judge of that district court under the assignment.

(t) A county court at law judge has jurisdiction to grant an

order permitting a marriage ceremony to take place during a 72-hour

period immediately following the issuance of a marriage license in

Parker County.

(u) The judges of the county courts at law have the same

judicial immunity as a district judge.

(v) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court or another

county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the

same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.303.

(w) A judge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(x) The judges of the county courts at law may from time to

time transfer criminal misdemeanor cases to other county courts at

law to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of the county

courts at law for the efficient operation of the court system and

the effective administration of justice.

10
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(c) Subsection (b), Section 25.1863, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) A county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with
the district court over contested probate matters. Notwithstanding
the requirement in Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code,
that the judge of the constitutional county court transfer a
contested probate proceeding to the district court, the judge of
the constitutional county court shall transfer the proceeding under
that section to either the County Court at Law of Parker County [&

county-court—at—law] or the district court. The county court at law

has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties that a district court has

under Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code, for the
transferred proceeding, and the county clerk acts as clerk for the
proceeding. The contested proceeding may be transferred between
the county court at law and the district court as provided by local
rules of administration.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 6. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

11



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 23,2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.),
Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. Committee Report Ist
House, Substituted: a negative impact of ($13,333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 (85,000)
2005 (88,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 (813,750)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 (85,000)
2005 (88,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 (813,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on

January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2.

The bill would amend the Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in

Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 in Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.



The bill would also create a county court at law in Rockwall County and would establish certain
provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, these two courts would be created on September

1,2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.
Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, and Henderson counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees
under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of
a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are established.
Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005,

the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs,
which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses.
Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Collin $ - $ 455241 § 586,694 $ 586,694 § 586,694
Comal $ 337,727 $§ 286920 $ 295522 § 304,555 § 314,039
Henderson $§ 104,740 $ 174875 $ 248375 § 264447 § 282,151
Rockwall $§ 425,000 §$ 425000 $ 425000 $ 425000 § 425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG

"
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 9, 2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence

FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.), As
Introduced

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552, As Introduced: a
negative impact of ($13,333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 ($5,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($10,000)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 {$5,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($10,000)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on
January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2. The bill would also create a county court at law in
Rockwall County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill,
these two courts would be created on September 1, 2003. The bill would take effect September 1,

2003.

1of2



Methodology

Since Collin and Comal counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees under
Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of a
salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law. Since the County Court at Law No. 6
of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been
prorated for eight months instead of 12.

Local Government Impact
The auditors in Collin, Comal, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs, which would

include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses. Costs to the
affected counties are as follows:

oo [ v | s | Famo | rvam ]
Collin | so]|  (8455241) ($586,694)
[Rockwall || ($425,000)][  ($425,000) (8425,000) I

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG
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COMMITTEE REPORT .-

By: Duncan

(Hartnett)
Substitute the following for S.B. No.

By: Alonzo

HOUSE

15t Printing

1552:

03 MAY 13w g 21
AESTNTATH RS
S.B. No. 1552
C.5.5.B. No. 1552

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts

at law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.0451,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:
(1) County Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;
(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Collin County;
(3) County Court at Law No. 3 of Collin County;
(4) County Court at Law No. 4 of Collin County; [and]
(5) County Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County; and
(6) County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.
(b) The County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created

and this section takes effect Januvary 1, 2005.

SECTION 2.

(a)

amended to read as follows:

Sec.

25.0481.

Section

COMAL COUNTY.

[emre] statutory county courts:

(1)

County; and

(2)

[ecuxrEr—the]

County Court at Law No.

25.0481,

Government

Code, is

Comal County has the following

1 of Comal

County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.

(b)

78R15529 YDB-D

The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
SECTION 3. (a) Section 25.1091, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the
following [ene] statutory county courts:
(1) [eewxty] the County Court at Law of Henderson

County; and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.

(b) Subsections (a) and (c), Section 152.1131, Human
Resources Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) The juvenile board of Henderson County is composed of:

(1) the county judge;

(2) the judges of the 3rd, 173rd, and 392nd judicial
districts;

(3) the judges [Judge] of the county courts [eewrk] at
law; and

(4) the county attorney.

(c) The commissioners court shall pay the 173rd and 392nd
district judges and the county court at law judges [FJudge] an amount
set by the commissioners court at not less than $750 a month and
shall pay the 3rd district judge an amount set by the commissioners
court at not less than one-third of the amount paid to the 173rd or
392nd district judge or the county court at law judges [Fudge]. The
commissioners court shall pay the other juvenile board members an
amount set by the commissioners court at not less than $250 a month.
The compensation is in addition to other compensation provided or

allowed by law.
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(c) Notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as
amended by this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson
County is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined
by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

SECTION 4. (a) Section 25.1831, Government Code, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.1831. ORANGE COUNTY. (a) Orange County has the

following [eaej statutory county courts:
(1) [eeuxts] the County Court at Law of Orange County;

and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County.
(b) A county court at law in [The—Ceunty Ceurtat—taw—of]

Orange County sits at the county seat.

(b) Section 25.1832(1i), Government Code, is amended to read

as follows:

(i) Except as otherwise required by law, a jury in a county

court at law is [duries—in—all matters—civil—o¥r—crimipal—shatl—be

Furies—shall-be] composed of six members.

(c) The change in law made by Subsection (a) of this section

applies only to a proceeding commenced on or after the effective
date of this section. A proceeding commenced before the effective
date of this section is governed by the law in effect on the date the
proceeding was commenced, and the former law is continued in effect
for that purpose.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County is created
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
SECTION 5. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as
follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Rockwall County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district

court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general

law for district courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court or

jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(¢c) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clexk serves as clerk of the county court

at law in matters of mental health, the probate and criminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court

at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court.

(d) Jurors regularly impaneled for the week by the district
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courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be

made available by the district judge in the numbers requested and

shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at

law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors through the

county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner

provided by the laws governing the drawing, selection, and service

of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the

same manner and at the same rate as jurors for district courts in

Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,

Jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the

district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,

the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in the district court. In a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district

court or the county court at law in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the local administrative

judge.
(h) The judge of the county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the official




W O J4 o0 »n b W N

[ I O R G Y (O T N S A S o el e e e R e T e e T e B s
OO s W N Rr OWwW 0NNy B W N O

N
~J

C.S5.5.B. No. 1552

court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county

commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county

court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the

court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of

the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court. The official court reporter is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

employees.

(i) With the approval of the county commissioners court and

through the county budget process, the judge of the county court at

law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court

at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court

personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a

salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits

received by county employees.

(7) Not later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission

on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The sheriff of

Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.

The bailiff of a county court at law is subject to the training and

continuing education requirements of a sheriff's deputy of the

county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not

receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as

required by this subsection.

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United

States citizen at the time of appointment or election.
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(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently

discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not

engage in the private practice of law.

(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial

immunity as a district judge.

(b) The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 6. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.1861,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Parker County has the following [eme] statutory county

courts:

(1) [(eewrtsy] the County Court at Law of Parker County;

and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County.

(b) Section 25.1862, Government Code, 1is amended by
amending Subsections (a), (b), (d), (e), (£), (i), (k), and (m) and
adding Subsections (c¢) and (n) through (x) to read as follows:

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a

county court at law in Parker County has the [econcurrent]

jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

[with-the] district courts [eeuwrt—ins
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(b) A [FThis-sectiondoes—hnotaffecttheright-teappealto—al

county court at law does not have jurisdiction of felony cases,

except as otherwise provided [fxrem—the—Fustice—couvrts—in—ecases—in
which-theright-of-appeal-to-the—ceountyecourtexists] by law.

(c) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control over the commissioners court.

(d) A [The—Fudge—eof—a] county court at law may not issue
writs of habeas corpus in felony cases [engage—in—the—private
practice-oflaw] .

(e) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at

law and the district courts, and the county clerk serves as the

clerk in all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for each [Fudge-of—a] county court at law [shallbe
paid-an annval-salary-of et teast$404,000] .
(f) A special judge of a county court at law [Ff—the¥xegutaxr

regultar—Judge] may be appointed or elected in the manner provided by

law for the appointment or election of a special county judge.
(i) The district attorney or county attorney and the county

sheriff, in person or by deputy, shall attend a county court at law
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as required by the judge.

(k) If a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law's jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (aj),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution

requires a 12-member jury. Failure to object before a six-member

jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member JUry.

(m) On request of a county court at law judge, jurors

reqularly impaneled for a week by the district courts may be made

available and shall serve for the week in the county court at law

(n) A county court at law of Parker County may summon jurors

for service in the court in the manner provided by law for county

courts. Juries summoned for the County Court of Parker County or a

county court at law of Parker County may, by order of the judge of

the court in which they are summoned, be transferred to the other

court for service.

(o) The judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000
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less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.

(p) A vacancy in the office of judge of a county court at law

is filled by appointment by the commissioners court.

(q) The judges of the county courts at law may divide each

term of court into as many sessions as they consider necessary for

the disposition of business and may extend a particular term of

court if practicable for the efficient and justiciable disposition

of individual proceedings and matters.

(r) The official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in the court reporter's profession. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is a sworn officer

of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to

receive at least the same amount as compensation as the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

compensation shall be paid in the same manner that the district

court reporters are paid.

(s) If any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

10



O 0 J o U B W N

S T N T S L T N T N S N T T T T T T
N0 U W N R O W N s W N R O

C.S.S.B. No. 1552

the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law. The judge of a county court at law who acts

in the cause or proceeding is considered assigned to the district

court of the local administrative judge for that purpose and has all

the powers of the judge of that district court under the assignment.

(t) A county court at law judge has jurisdiction to grant an

orxrder permitting a marriage ceremony to take place during a 72-hour

period immediately following the issuance of a marriage license in

Parker County.

(u) The judges of the county courts at law have the same

judicial immunity as a district judge.

(v) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court or another

county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the

same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.303.

(w) A judge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(x) The judges of the county courts at law may from time to

time transfer criminal misdemeanor cases to other county courts at

law to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of the county

courts at law for the efficient operation of the court system and

the effective administration of justice.

(c) Subsection (b), Section 25.1863, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) A county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

11
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the district court over contested probate matters. Notwithstanding
the requirement in Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code,
that the judge of the constitutional county court transfer a
contested probate proceeding to the district court, the judge of
the constitutional county court shall transfer the proceeding under
that section to either the County Court at Law of Parker County [a

county—eouxt—at—taw] or the district court. The county court at law

has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties that a district court has

under Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code, for the
transferred proceeding, and the county clerk acts as clerk for the
proceeding. The contested proceeding may be transferred between
the county court at law and the district court as provided by local
rules of administration.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 7. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

12



COMMITTEE REPORT

The Honorable Tom Craddick 5~)0~423
Speaker of the House of Representatives (date)

Sir;

We, your COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL AFFAIRS

to whom was referred S'B / 5 §2 have had the same under consideration and beg to report

back with the recommendation that it

( ) do pass, without amendment.
) do pass, with amendment(s).
“{ do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.

\/{ yes ( ) no A fiscal note was requested.

) yes (vf no A criminal justice policy impact statement was requested.

) yes (-/5 no An actuarial analysis was requested.

(
(
(
(
( ) yes (~f no An equalized educational funding impact statement was requested.
(
() yes (vf no A water development policy impact statement was requested.

(

(

\/)// (Vfno A tax equity note was requested.

The Committee recommends that this measure be sent to the Committee on Local and Consent Calendars.
For Senate Measures: House Sponsor Hartlm ﬂ—

Joint Sponsors: / / /

Co-Sponsors:

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:

AYE NAY PNV ABSENT
Hartnett, Chair /
Smith, T., Vice-chair \/
Alonzo v

Corte \/

Hughes v

Rodriguez \/
Solis \/
Telford /
Wilson \/

Total é ‘ %9‘___\
VYV __ aye
_L__ nay %/0&7 7’ A2 ’A

0 ) CHAIR
present, not voting

absent



BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.S.B. 1552

By: Duncan

Judicial Affairs

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Population and caseload growth necessitates the creation of additional county courts at law in Collin,
Comal, Henderson, Orange, Parker, and Rockwall counties. C.S.S.B. 1552 creates a new county

" court at law in each of these counties and makes certain changes in jurisdiction, procedure, and
number of jurors required in certain circumstances in particular counties.

The House Committee on Judicial Affairs has previously approved each of these as separate bills
(H.B.357,871,3553,3557,3600 and 738 respectively). C.S.S.B. 1552 combines these into one bill.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.S.B. 1552 amends the Government Code to create an additional county court at law in Collin
County. This new court is not created until January 1, 2005.

The bill amends the Government Code to create an additional county court at law in Comal County.

The bill amends the Government Code to create a second county court at law in Henderson County.
This County Court at Law No. 2 is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined by
the commissioners court. The bill also amends the Human Resources Code to add the new county
court at law judge to the juvenile board of Henderson County.

The bill amends the Government Code to create a second county court at law for Orange County.
The bill also specifies that except as otherwise required by law, a jury in a county court at law in
Orange County is composed of six members.

The bill amends the Government Code to create a second County Court at Law in Parker County.
This bill also gives the county courts at law in Parker County the general jurisdiction of the district
courts, but provides that the county courts at law do not, with certain exceptions, have general
jurisdiction over felony cases nor do they have general supervisory authority over the
commissioners’ court. A county court at law also may not issue writs of habeas corpus in felony

cases.

The bill also details the procedures of the county courts at law in Parker County in addition to
specifying their powers and duties. The bill also details personnel procedures including both the
district clerk and the court reporter as well as establishes the level of pay for county court at law
judges. In addition, the bill sets forth certain procedures regarding juries in the county courts at law,
and specifies that a jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution requires a 12
member jury. Failure to object before a six member jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver
of the 12 member jury.

The bill also provides for certain procedures in the conduct of proceedings in the county courts at

law and the exchange of benches and transfer of cases between the county courts at law and the
district court in Parker County. The bill also specifies certain provisions regarding the issuance of

C.S.S.B. 1552 78(R) Page 1 of 2



amarriage license in Parker County as well as provides for the immunity of the judges of the county
courts at law.

The bill amends the Government Code to create a statutory county court at law in Rockwall County.
The bill also sets forth provisions relating to the jurisdiction of this court, jurors in this court, and
the respective duties of the district clerk and the county clerk. The bill also sets forth provisions
regarding the appointment of an administrative judge, the administration of cases when the county
court at law and the district court have concurrent jurisdiction, and the appointment of an official

court reporter.

The bill sets forth provisions for the hiring and payment of court staff, as well as the qualifications
of a court bailiff in Rockwall County. The bill also requires that the judge of the county court at law
must be a citizen of the United States, that he or she may not engage in the private practice of law,
that he or she has the same judicial immunity as a district judge, and that in matters of concurrent
jurisdiction, the judge of the county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,
transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear cases, and otherwise manage their
respective dockets under local administrative rules.

EFFECTIVE DATE

The sections relating to the county courts at law for Comal, Orange, Parker and Rockwall counties
are effective September 1, 2003.

The section relating to Collin County is effective January 1, 2005.

The section relating to Henderson County is effective September 1, 2003, and the County Court at
Law No. 2 of Henderson County is created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by
the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE

The substitute adds the provisions for Orange County.
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SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION
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May 10, 2003 Adjournment of Leg. Day 66
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Committee substitute considered in committee
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 12,2003
TO: Honorable Will Hartnett, Chair, House Committee on Judicial Affairs
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legisiative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts at
law.), Committee Report 2nd House, Substituted

Estimated Two-vear Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. Committee Report 2nd
House, Substituted: a negative impact of ($33.333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Prabable Net Positive/(Negalive)
Fiscal Year Tmpact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 ($15,000)
2003 ($18,333)
2006 ($20,000)
2007 (820,000)
2008 ($23,750)

All Funds. Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($15,000)
2005 ($18,333)
2000 - ($20,000)
2007 {$20,000)
2008 ($23,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on
January 1, 2005.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Comal County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County would be created on
September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in

Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.

y



The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to created an additional county court at law in
Orange County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County would be created

September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Parker County and would establish certain provisions for Parker County Courts at Law. Under the
bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create a new county court at law in Rockwall
County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, the County
Court at Law of Rockwall County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.

Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, Henderson, Orange, and Parker counties have passed a resolution to collect court
costs and fees under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000
in the form of a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are
established. Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1,
2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, Orange, Parker, and Rockwall counties provided estimates
of local costs, which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other
operating expenses. Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY2007 FY 2008
Collin $0 $455,241 $586,694 $586,694 $586,694
Comal $337,727 $286,920 $295,522 $304,555 $314,039
Henderson $104,740 $174,875 $248,375 $264,447 $282,151
Orange $272,645 $272,645 $272,645 $272,645 $272,645
Parker $222,996 $215,946 $215,946 $215,946 $215,946
Rockwall  $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG

NEAN



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 9, 2003
TO: Honorable Will Hartnett, Chair, House Committee on Judicial Affairs
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts at
law.), As Engrossed

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. As Engrossed: a
negative impact of ($23,333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds. Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Tmpact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 ($10,000)
2003 ($13,333)
2006 {$15,000)
2007 ($15,000)
2008 ($18,750)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($10,000)
2005 ($13,333)
2000 ($15,000)
2007 ($15,000)
2008 ($18,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on
January 1, 2005.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Comal County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County would be created on
September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.



The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Parker County and would establish certain provisions for Parker County Courts at Law. Under the
bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create a new county court at law in Rockwall
County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, the County
Court at Law of Rockwall County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.
Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, Henderson, and Parker counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs
and fees under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in
the form of a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are
established. Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1,
2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008,

L.ocal Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, Parker and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local
costs, which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating
expenses. Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY2007 FY 2008

Collin $0 $455,241 $586,694 $586,694 $586,694
Comal $337,727 $286,920 $295,522 $304,555 §$314,039
Henderson $104,740 $174,875 $248375 $264,447 §$282,151
Parker $222,996 $215,946 $215,946 $215,946 $215,946
Rockwall $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 23, 2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.),
Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. Committee Report 1st
House. Substituted: a negative impact of ($13.333) through the biennium ending August 31. 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 (85,000}
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 {$10,000)
2008 ($13,750)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($5,000)
2003 (88,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 (5$10,000)
2008 {813,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on

January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2.

The bill would amend the Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law 1n
Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 in Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.




a

The bill would also create a county court at law in Rockwall County and would establish certain
provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, these two courts would be created on September

1,2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.

Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, and Henderson counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees
under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of
a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are established.
Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005,

the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs,
which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses.
Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Collin $ - § 455241 $ 586694 $§ 586,694 § 586,694
Comal $ 337,727 $ 286920 $ 295522 § 304555 § 314,039
Henderson $ 104,740 § 174,875 § 248375 § 264447 § 282,151
Rockwall § 425,000 § 425000 $ 425000 § 425000 S 425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 9, 2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence

FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.), As
Introduced

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. As Introduced: a
negative impact of ($13.333) through the biennium ending August 31. 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact (o General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 (%5,000)
20035 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 (5$10,000)
2008 ($10,000)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 (85,000)
2005 ' ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 (8$10,000)
2008 ($10,000)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on

January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2. The bill would also create a county court at law in
Rockwall County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill,
these two courts would be created on September 1, 2003. The bill would take effect September 1,

2003.




Methodology

Since Collin and Comal counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees under
Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of a
salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law. Since the County Court at Law No. 6
of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been

prorated for eight months instead of 12.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs, which would
include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses. Costs to the
affected counties are as follows:

Comal [ ($337,727) (5286.920) ($295522)]  ($304,555)|  ($314,039)]
Rockwall ($425.000)][  ($425,000)|  (3425.000)]  ($425.000)]  ($425,000)]

ﬂ

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG
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By: Y)uwcuw 5 .B. No. _I1§5 2

Substitute the following for § .B. No. 1552
By: ,/4'/0'\20 c.s. $.B. No. 1552

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating té the creation and composition of certain county courts
at law.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.0451,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:
(1) County Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;
(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Collin County;
(3) County Court at Law No. 3 of Collin County;
(4) County Court at Law No. 4 of Collin County; [and]
(5) County Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County; and

(6) County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created
and this section takes effect January 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. (a) Section 25.0481, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.0481. COMAL COUNTY. Comal County has the following

[ere] statutory county courts:

(1) [eeuwxrt,—the] County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal

County; and

(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is createi//}%L
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
SECTION 3. (a) Section 25.1091, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:
Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the
following [ere] statutory county courts:
(1) [eewxty] the County Court at Law of Henderson

County; and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.

(b) Subsections (a) and (c), Section 152.1131, Human
Resources Code, are amended to read as follows: |

(a) The juvenile board of Henderson County is composed of:

(1) the county judge;

(2) the judges of the 3rd, 173rd, and 392nd judicial
districts;

(3) the judges [Fwdge] of the county courts [eewxt] at
law; and

(4) the county attorney.

(c) The commissioners court shall pay the 173rd and 392nd
district judges and the county court at law judges [Judge] an amount
set by the commissioners court at not less than $750 a month and
shall pay the 3rd district judge an amount set by the commissioners
court at not less than one-third of the amount paid to the 173rd or
392nd district judge or the county court at law judges [Fwdge]. The
commissioners court shall pay the other juvenile board members an
amount set by the commissioners court at not less than $250 a month.

The compensation is in addition to other compensation provided or

allowed by law.////

78R15529 YDB-D 2
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(c) Notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as
amended by this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson
County is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined
by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

SECTION 4. (a) Section 25.1831, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.1831. ORANGE COUNTY. (a) Orange County has the
following [eme] statutory county courts:

(1) [eeurty] the County Court at Law of Orange County;
and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County.
(b) A county court at law in [ The—County—Court—at—TFaw—of]

Orange County sits at the county seat.
Subsa::h'on D,
(b) /\Section 25.1832—(—1’:?’, Government Code, is amended to read

as follows:

(i) Except as otherwise required by law, a jury in a county

.
TT
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court at law is [Ju¥ries
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qt
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FJuries—shall be] composed of six members.

(c) The change in law made by Subsection (a) of this section

on IaL
OIT W

applies only to a proceeding commenced on or after the effective
date of this section. A proceeding commenced before the effective
date of this section is governed by the law in effect on the date the
proceeding was commenced, and the former law is continued in effect

for that purpose.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County 1is created/ /é/ay
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 5. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as
follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Rockwall County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district

court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general

law for district courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court or

jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(c) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court

at law 1in matters of mental health, the probate and criminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court

at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court.

(d) Jurors regqularly impaneled for the week by the district// Wg
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courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be

made available by the district judge in the numbers requested and

shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at

law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors thkrough the

county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner

provided by the laws governing the drawing, selection, and service

of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the

same manner and at the same rate as juroxrs for district courts in

Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,

jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the

district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,

the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in the district court. In a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district

court or the county court at law in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the local administrative

judge.
(h) - The judge of the county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the officia%/ <Z

78R15529 YDB-D 5



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county

commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county

court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the

court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of

the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court. The official court reporter 1is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

emplovyees.

(i) With the approval of the county commissioners court and

through the county budget process, the judge of the county court at

law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court

at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court

personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a

salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits

received by county employees.

(7)) Not later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission

on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The shexriff of

Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.

The bailiff of a county court at law is subject to the training and

continuing education regquirements of a sheriff's deputy of the

county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not

receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as

required by this subsection.

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United

States citizen at the time of appointment or election. //

78R15529 YDB-D 6
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(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently

discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not

engage in the private practice of law.

(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial

immunity as a district judge.

(b) The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 6. f(a) Subsection (a), Section 25.1861,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Parker County has the following [eme] statutory county

courts:
(1) [eouxt+] the County Court at Law of Parker County;
and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County.

(b)) Section 25.1862, Government Code, 1is amended by
amending Subsections (a), (b), (d), (e), (£f), (1), (k), and (m) and
adding Subsections (c) and (n) through (x) to read as follows:

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a

county court at law in Parker County has the [ concurrent]

jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

[with-the] district courts [eea%%—}n+////

78R15529 YDB-D 7
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(b} A [Fhissection doesnotaffectthexighttoappealtoal

county court at law does not have jurisdiction of felony cases,

except as otherwise provided [frem—the Justice—ecourts—in-cases—in
whichtherightofappeal—to-—the—county-court—exists] by law.

(c) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control over the commissioners court.

(d) A [TheFudge—ef—a] county court at law may not issue
writs of habeas corpus in felony cases [ergage—in—the—private
practice—of—law] .

(e) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at

law and the district courts, and the county clerk serves as the

clerk in all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for each [Judge—of-=a] county court at law [shallibe
» .
(f) A special judge of a county court at law [F+the regular

regular—udge] may be appointed or elected in the manner provided by

law for the appointment or election of a special county judge.

(i) The district attorney or county attorney and the county

sheriff, in person or by deputy, shall attend a county court at law//ﬁy%

78R15529 YDB-D 8



as required by the judge.

1

If a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

(k)

county court at law's jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution

4

Failure to object before a six-member

requires a 12-membexr jury.

jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.

5
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On request of a county court at law judge,

(m)

15

regularly impaneled for a week by the district courts may be made

16

available and shall serve for the week in the county court at law

[
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18

19

A county court at law of Parker County may summon jurors

(n)

20

for service in the court in the manner provided by law for county

21

Juries summoned for the County Court of Parker County or a

courts.

22

county court at law of Parker County may, by order of the judge of

23

the court in which they are summoned, be transferred to the other

24

court for service.

25

The judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

(o)

26

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000/ %]m

27
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less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.

(p) A vacancy in the office of judge of a county court at law

is filled by appointment by the commissioners court.

(g) The judges of the county courts at law may divide each

term of court into as many sessions as they consider necessary for

the disposition of business and may extend a particular term of

court if practicable for the efficient and justiciable disposition

of individual proceedings and matters.

(r) The official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in the court reporter's profession. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is a sworn officer

of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to

receive at least the same amount as compensation as the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

compensation shall be paid in the same manner that the district

court reporters are paid.

(s) 1If any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter Jjurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment oxr order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding 1is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of// “7
€]
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the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law. The judge of a county court at law who acts

in the cause or proceeding is considered assigned to the district

court of the local administrative judge for that purpose and has all

the powers of the judge of that district court under the assignment.

(t) A county court at law judge has jurisdiction to grant an

order permitting a marriage ceremony to take place during a 72-hour

period immediately following the issuance of a marriage license in

Parker County.

(u) The judges of the county courts at law have the same

judicial immunity as a district judge.

(v) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court or another

county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the

same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.303.

(w) A judge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(x) The judges of the county courts at law may from time to

time transfer criminal misdemeanor cases to other county courts at

law to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of the county

courts at law for the efficient operation of the court system and

the effective administration of justice.

(c) Subsection (b), Section 25.1863, Government Code, is

amended to read as follows:

(b) A county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction witb/'gzb

78R15529 YDB-D 11
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the district court over contested probate matters. Notwithstanding
the requirement in Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code,
that the judge of the constitutional county court transfer a
contested probate proceeding to the district court, the judge of
the constitutional county court shall transfer the proceeding under
that section to either the County Court at Law of Parker County [=

county—eouxrt—at—daw] or the district court. The county court at law

has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties that a district court has

under Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code, for the
transferred proceeding, and the county clerk acts as clerk for the
proceeding. The contested proceeding may be transferred between
the county court at law and the district court as provided by local
rules of administration.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 7. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

78R15529 YDB-D 12
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S.B. No. 1552

AN ACT
relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts
at law.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. . (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.0451,
Governmenf Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) Collin County has the following statutory county
courts:
(1) County Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;
(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Collin Cbunty;
(3) County Court at Law No. 3 of Collin County;
(4) County Court at Law No. 4 of Collin County; [ard]
(5) County Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County; and

(6) County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County is created
and this section takes effect January 1, 2005.

SECTION 2. (a) Section 25.0481, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.0481. COMAL COUNTY. Comal County has the following

[eme] statutory county courts:

1) [eouxt+—the] County Court at Law No. 1 of Comal

County; and

(2) County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County is created
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 3. (a) Section 25.1091, Government Code, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.1091. HENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the

following [ere] statutory county courts:
(1) [eeuwxrty] the County Court at Law of Henderson

County; and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.

(b) Subsections (a) and (c), Section 152.1131, Human
Resources Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) The juvenile board of Henderson County is composea of:

(1) the county judge;

(2) the judges of the 3rd, 173rd, and 392nd judicial
districts;

(3) the judges [Fudge] of the county courts [eeuxt] at
law; and

(4) the county attornéy.

(c) The commissioners court shall pay the 173rd and 392nd
district judges and the county court at law judges [F3wdge] an amount
set by the commissioners court at not less than $750 a month and
shall pay the 3rd district judge an amount set by the commissioners
court at not less than one-third of the amount paid to the 173rd or
392nd district judge or the county court at law judges [Fudge]. The
commissioners court shall pay the other juvenile board members an
amount set by the commissioners court at not less than $250 a month.
The compensation is in addition to other compensation provided or

allowed by law.

P



S bW N

~J

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

S.B. No. 1552

(c) Notwithstanding Section 25.1091, Government Code, as

amended by this section, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson

County is created December 1, 2007, or on an earlier date determined
by the commissioners court by an order entered in its minutes.

SECTION 4. (a) Section 25.1831, Government Code, is

.amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.1831. ORANGE COUNTY. (a) Orange County has the

following [ewme] statutory county courts:
(1) [eewxty] the County Court at Law of Orange County;

and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County.

(b) A county court at law in [The—Ceounty—Court—at—Taw—of]

Orange County sits at the county seat.

(b) Subsection (i), Section 25.1832, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(i) Except as otherwise required by law, a jury in a county

court at law is [Juries—in—all-matters—civilor—criminal-chall be

Fuxies—shall be] composed of six members.

(c) The change in law made by Subsection (a) of this section

applies only to a proceeding commenced on or after the effective
date of this section. A proceeding commenced before the effective
date of this section is governed by the law in effect on the date the
proceeding was commenced, and the former law is continued in effect
for that purpose.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County is created
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and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.
SECTION 5. (a) Subchapter C, Chapter 25, Government Code,
is amended by adding Sections 25.2011 and 25.2012 to read as

follows:

Sec. 25.2011. ROCKWALL COUNTY. Rockwall County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Rockwall County.

Sec. 25.2012. ROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district

court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general

law for district courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court or

jurisdiction of:

(1) felony cases involving capital murder;

(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4) contested elections.

(c) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court

at law_in matters of mental health, the probate and criminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the county court

at law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court.

(d) Jurors reqularly impaneled for the week by the district

Y
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courts may, at the request of the judge of a county court at law, be

made available by the district judge in the numbers requested and

shall serve for the week or until released in the county court at

law.

(e) A county court at law may summon jurors through the

county clerk for service in the county court at law in the manner

provided by the laws governing the drawing, selection, and service

of jurors for county courts. Jurors summoned shall be paid in the

same manner and at the same rate as jurors for district courts in

Rockwall County. By order of the judge of a county court at law,

jurors summoned to the county court at law may be transferred to the

district court for service in noncapital felony cases.

(f) Notwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g) When administering a case for the county court at law,

the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in the district court. In a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the district

court or the county court at law in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the local administrative

judge.
(h) The judge of the county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the official
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court reporter's annual salary, subject to approval by the county

commissioners court. The official court reporter of the county

court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the

court. The official court reporter holds office at the pleasure of

the judge of the court and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court. The official court reporter is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

emplovyees.

(i) With the approval of the county commissioners court and

through the county budget process, the judge of the county court at

law shall hire a staff. The staff of the judge of the county court

at law consists of a court coordinator and a bailiff. Court

personnel employed under this subsection are entitled to receive a

salary set by the commissioners court and other employment benefits

received by county employees.

(j) Not later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obfain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Commission

on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education. The sheriff of

Rockwall County shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.

The bailiff of a county court at law is subject to the training and

continuing education requirements of a sheriff's deputy of the

county. The sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not

receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment as

required by this subsection.

(k) The judge of a county court at law must be a United

States citizen at the time of appointment or election.

4
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(1) The judge of a county court at law shall diligently

discharge the duties of the office on a full-time basis and may not

engage in the private practice of law.

{(m) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n) The judge of a county court at law has the same judicial

immunity as a district judge.

(b) The County Court at Law of Rockwall County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 6. (a) Subsection (a), Section 25.1861,
Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Parker County has the following [ewme] statutory county

courts:

(1) [eeuwrt+] the County Court at Law of Parker County;

and

(2) the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County.

(b) Section 25.1862, Government Code, 1is amended by
amending Subsections (a), (b), (4), (e), (£f), (i), (k), and (m) and
adding Subsections (c¢) and (n) through (x) to read as follows:

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a

county court at law in Parker County has the [econecurrent]

jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

[with—+the] district courts [court—ins

PR
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(b) A [$hés—seet4£ﬁ+de4E+ae%—a£éee%-%he—;ight—be—ap?eaérte—a]

county court at law does not have jurisdiction of felony cases,

except as otherwise provided [£fxom—the—Fustice—courts—in-cases—in
which-the—right-efappeal—te-thecountyecourt—exists] by law.

(c) A county court at law does not have general supervisory

control over the commissioners court.

(d) A [#he—Sudge—of—a] county court at law may not issue
writs of habeas corpus in felony cases [engage—in—the—private
practice—oflaw].

(e) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at

law and the district courts, and the county clerk serves as the

clerk in all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for each [Fudge—ef—] county court at law [shall-be
paid-an-anpgalcalary-of-at-least—$40-060] .
(f) A special judge of a county court at law [H—the-regular

regutar—judge] may be appointed or elected in the manner provided by

law for the appointment or election of a special county judge.
(i) The district attorney or county attorney and the county

sheriff, in person or by deputy, shall attend a county court at law

et~
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as required by the judge.

(k) If a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law's jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution

requires a 12-member jury. Failure to object before a six-member

jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a l2-member jury.

(m) On reguest of a county court at law Jjudge, jurors

regularly impaneled for a week by the district courts may be made

available and shall serve for the week in the county court at law

(n) A county court at law of Parker County may summon jurors

for service in the court in the manner provided by law for county

courts. Juries summoned for the County Court of Parker County or a

county court at law of Parker County may, by order of the judge of

the court in which they are summoned, be transferred to the other

court for service.

(o) The Jjudge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

yhe
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less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.

(p) A vacancy in the office of judge of a county court at law

is filled by appointment by the commissioners court.

(g) The judges of the county courts at law may divide each

term of court into as many sessions as they consider necessary for

the disposition of business and may extend a particular term of

court if practicable for the efficient and justiciable disposition

of individual proceedings and matters.

(r) The official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in the court reporter's profession. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is a sworn officer

of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to

receive at least the same amount as compensation as the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

compensation shall be paid in the same manner that the district

court reporters are paid.

(s) If any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

10
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the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law. The judge of a county court at law who acts

in the cause or proceeding is considered assigned to the district

court of the local administrative judge for that purpose and has all

the powers of the judge of that district court under the assignment.

(t) A county court at law judge has jurisdiction to grant an

order permitting a marriage ceremony to take place during a 72-hour

period immediately following the issuance of a marriage license in

Parker County.

(u) The judges of the county courts at law have the same

judicial immunity as a district judge.

(v) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court or another

county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the

same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.303.

(w) A Jjudge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(x) The judges of the county courts at law may from time to

time transfer criminal misdemeanor cases to other county courts at

law to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of the county

courts at law for the efficient operation of the court system and

the effective administration of justice.

(c) Subsection (b), Section 25.1863, Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) A county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with
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the district court over contested probate matters. Notwithstanding
the requirement in Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code,
that the Jjudge of the constitutional county court transfer a
contested probate proceeding to the district court, the judge of
the constitutional county court shall transfer the proceeding under
that section to either the County Court at Law of Parker County [=a

county-court—at—taw] or the district court. The county court at law

has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties that a district court has

under Subsection (b), Section 5, Texas Probate Code, for the
transferred proceeding, and the county clerk acts as clerk for the
proceeding. The contested proceeding may be transferred between
the county court at law and the district court as provided by local
rules of administration.

(d) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County is created
and this section takes effect September 1, 2003.

SECTION 7. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1552 passed the Senate on
May 1, 2003, by a viva-voce vote; and that the Senate concurred in

House amendment on May 29, 2003, by a viva-voce vote.

Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1552 passed the House, with

amendment, on May 23, 2003, by a non-record vote.

Chief Clerk of the House

Approved:

Date

Governor
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 12,2003
TQ: Honorable Will Hartnett, Chair, House Committee on Judicial Affairs

FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts at
law.), Committee Report 2nd House, Substituted

Estimated Two-vear Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552, Committee Report 2nd
House, Substituted: a negative impact of ($33.333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 ($15,000)
2005 ($18,333)
2006 ($20,000)
2007 : ($20,000)
2008 (823,750)

All Funds. Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($15,000)
2005 ($18,333)
2006 ($20,000)
2007 ($20,000)
2008 ($23,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on
January 1, 2005.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Comal County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County would be created on
September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.



" The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to created an additional county court at law in
Orange County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County would be created

September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Parker County and would establish certain provisions for Parker County Courts at Law. Under the
bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create a new county court at law in Rockwall
County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, the County
Court at Law of Rockwall County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.

Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, Henderson, Orange, and Parker counties have passed a resolution to collect court
costs and fees under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000
in the form of a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are
established. Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1,
2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, Orange, Parker, and Rockwall counties provided estimates
of local costs, which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other
operating expenses. Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY 2008
Collin $0 $455,241 $586,694 $586,694 $586,694
Comal $337,727 $286,920 $295,522 $304,555 $314,039
Henderson $104,740 $174,875 $248,375 $264,447 $282,151
Orange $272,645 $272,645 $272,645 $272,645 $272,645
Parker $222,996 $215,946 $215,946 $215,946 $215,946
Rockwall  $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 9, 2003
TO: Honorable Will Hartnett, Chair, House Committee on Judicial Affairs

FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of certain county courts at
law.), As Engrossed

Estimated Two-vear Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552. As Engrossed: a
negative impact of ($23,333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds. Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 ($10,000)
2005 ($13,333)
2006 ($15,000)
2007 ($15,000)
2008 ($18,750)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($10,000)
2005 ($13,333)
2006 {$15,000)
2007 ($15,000)
2008 ($18,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on
January 1, 2005.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Comal County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County would be created on
September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.



| The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Parker County and would establish certain provisions for Parker County Courts at Law. Under the
bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create a new county court at law in Rockwall
County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, the County
Court at Law of Rockwall County would be created on September 1, 2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.

Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, Henderson, and Parker counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs
and fees under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in
the form of a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are
established. Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1,
2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, Parker and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local
costs, which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating
expenses. Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY 2008

Collin $0 $455,241 $586,694 $586,694 $586,694
Comal $337,727 $286,920 $295,522 $304,555 $314,039
Henderson $104,740 $174,875 $248375 $264,447 $282,151
Parker $222,996 $215,946 $215,946 $215946 $215,946
Rockwall $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000 $425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
April 23, 2003
TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.),
Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552, Committee Report Ist
House, Substituted: a negative impact of ($13.333) through the biennium ending August 31, 2005.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)
Fiscal Year Impact to General Revenue Related
Funds
2004 ($5,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 (510,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($13,750)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
Fiscal Year GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

2004 ($5,000)
2005 ($8,333)
2006 ($10,000)
2007 ($10,000)
2008 ($13,750)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on

January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2.

The bill would amend the Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Henderson County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 2 in Henderson County would be
created December 1, 2007 or on an earlier date determined by the commissioner's court.

1of2



The bill would also create a county court at law in Rockwall County and would establish certain
provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill, these two courts would be created on September
1,2003.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2003.

Methodology

Since Collin, Comal, and Henderson counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees
under Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of
a salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law, once those courts are established.
Since the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005,

the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been prorated for eight months instead of 12. This estimate
assumes the Henderson County Court at Law is established on December 1, 2007 and the salary
supplement has been prorated for 9 months in fiscal year 2008.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, Henderson, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs,
which would include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses.
Costs to the affected counties are as follows:

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Collin $ - $ 455241 $§ 586,694 $§ 586,694 § 586,694
Comal $ 337,727 § 286920 $ 295522 § 304555 $§ 314,039
Henderson $§ 104,740 § 174875 § 248375 § 264447 § 282,151
Rockwall $§ 425000 $ 425000 $ 425000 § 425000 $ 425,000

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Austin, Texas

April 9, 2003

TO: Honorable Robert Duncan, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence

FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB1552 by Duncan (Relating to the creation and composition of county courts at law.), As

Introduced

implement the provisions of the bill.

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB1552, As Introduced: a
negative impact of ($13,333) through the biennium ending August 31. 2005.

The bill would make no appropriétion but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Fiscal Year

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Probable Net Positive/(Negative)

Impact to General Revenue Related

Fuands
(55,000)
($8,333)
($10,000)
($10,000)
($10,000)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Fiscal Year

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Probable Savings/(Cost) from
GENERAL REVENUE FUND
1

($5,000)
(88,333)
(810,000)
($10,000)
(810,000)

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law in
Collin County. Under the bill, the County Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County would be created on

January 1, 2005.

The bill would also amend Government Code, Chapter 25 to create an additional county court at law
in Comal County, the County Court at Law No. 2. The bill would also create a county court at law in
Rockwall County and would establish certain provisions for the newly created court. Under the bill,
these two courts would be created on September 1, 2003. The bill would take effect September 1,

2003.
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Methodology

Since Collin and Comal counties have passed a resolution to collect court costs and fees under
Government Code, Section 51.702, the state would incur an annual cost of $5,000 in the form of a
salary supplement for the judges of the new county courts at law. Since the County Court at Law No. 6
of Collin County would be created on January 1, 2005, the impact for fiscal year 2005 has been
prorated for eight months instead of 12.

Local Government Impact

The auditors in Collin, Comal, and Rockwall counties provided estimates of local costs, which would
include salaries and benefits for ancillary court personnel and other operating expenses. Costs to the
affected counties are as follows:

[ _FY 2004 FY 2005 I FY 2006 FY 2007 | FY 2008 "
Collin %0 ($455,241)l ($586,694) ($586,694) | ($586,694)

Comal [ ($337,727) (5286,920)[[  ($295,522) ($304,555) ($314,039)

[Rockwall || ($425,000)][ _ (8425,000) (8425,000)[ _ ($425,000)]

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 304 Comptroller of Public
Accounts

LBB Staff: JK, GO, VDS, TB, KG
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House
I hereby certify that S.B. No. )iiZL'passed the Senate on
HML () ‘Z/OO?? , by a viva-voce vote by —the following-

/ve%eT\~¥eas__———~T*Nays—:::;3; and that the Senate concurred in
House amendment on L{yu1 l_ﬁ'2,670’3 , by a viva-voce vote. “by—
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Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S.B. No. /S 52 passed the House, with
amendment, on r40M1 25?& 2490'3 , by a non-record vote.-by—the—

following vote:s Yeas ——; Nays

—omepresent ot vv‘ciﬁg.

Chief Clerk of the House

Approved:

Date

Governor
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